94       ENSURING RAILROAD TANK CAR SAFETY

hazardous materials research in its Research and Test Department and
through participation in interindustry research and technical activities.
A chief responsibility of AAR is to institute railroad industry rules
(interchange rules) that permit the free interchange of equipment between
railroads. Through various committees., AAR develops and implements
interchange rules affecting tank car engineering and operations. The rules
are enforced by AAR and its member railroads. Under the auspices of the
interchange rules, AAR has established design and engineering require-
ments for tank cars not used In hazardous materials service. AAR rules also
impose requirements on DOT-class tank cars, sometimes precluding the
need for subsequent DOT regulations. One such case concerns the require-
ment for protection of bottom outlets. AAR interchange rules require skid
devices and other protection for bottom fittings of nonpressure cars. These
protections, which were considered necessary by both government and
industry, would likely have been adopted by DOT at a later date had
industry not taken the lead. In this case, as in all cases involving the
formulation of interchange rules directly affecting tank cars, the AAR
Tank Car Committee played a central role in the development of the
standards.

TCC

The TCC is one of several technical committees that deal with aspects of
railroad equipment. Like most of these committees, it was established to
develop common engineering standards to ensure compatibility of equip-
ment used in interchange service. Over time, the TCC's mission evolved
differently from that of most other AAR equipment committees. Its princi-
pal function is to ensure that tank cars are engineered for safety.

The best-known function of the TCC concerns its approval authorities.
It also has many other functions important to tank car safety. After a brief
review of the TCC's membership structure, its approval authorities and
other safety-related functions are reviewed.

Membership

TCC is administered by the Casualty Prevention Division of AAR's Opera-
tions and Maintenance Department, which is responsible for selecting
TCC members and establishing membership protocol. Currently, the TCC
consists of 16 members: 10 from railroads, 4 from industry associations
representing shippers, 1 from the Railway Progress Institute (RPI) repre-
senting tank car suppliers, and 1 from BOB.

AAR has established few formal requirements governing TCC size and
membership except that a majority of members, including the chair, must
represent railroads.12 Candidates for membership are nominated by their